The Honorable Kathy Hochul
Governor of New York State
NYS State Capitol Building
Albany, NY 12224
Re: Support for the Traveling with Dignity Act (S.4042A/A.6219B)
Dear Governor Hochul:
I am the [parent] of a person with a developmental disability served by Center for Disability Services in the greater Capital Region. Our family respectfully urges you to sign the Traveling with Dignity Act (S.4042A/A.6219B) into law.
[bookmark: _Hlk241660208]My [son/daughter/family member], [Name], is [age] years old and has [optional disability description]. Like all New Yorkers, [he/she/they] deserve the opportunity to fully participate in community life, attend events, travel, visit museums, enjoy parks and attractions, and spend time with family and friends. Unfortunately, the lack of accessible adult changing tables in public spaces often makes these activities difficult or impossible. 
Our family has personally experienced the challenges created by the lack of accessible changing facilities.
[Insert your personal story here. Be specific, tell a story and clear about the barriers]
Examples:
"We have had to leave family outings early because there was nowhere appropriate to change our son."
"We avoid certain events because we know there will not be accessible facilities available."
"On more than one occasion, we were forced to change our daughter in unsafe or undignified conditions."
"Traveling more than a short distance is extremely stressful because we cannot count on finding an accessible restroom."
No family should be forced to make decisions about whether they can participate in their community based in-part on the availability of an appropriate restroom accommodation. Too many families like ours are forced to stay home, limit travel, or miss meaningful opportunities because this basic need is not being met. 

This bill is about much more than installing equipment. It is about dignity, respect, inclusion, and equal access. When people with disabilities can fully participate in community life, their entire family benefits. We want the same opportunities that other New Yorkers enjoy: the ability to travel, attend events, advocate, learn, and create memories together without unnecessary barriers.
I strongly support the Traveling with Dignity Act because it recognizes that accessibility is a necessity, not a luxury. By signing this legislation, you will help ensure that families like mine can participate more fully in the life of our communities and our state.
Thank you for your consideration and for your commitment to all New Yorkers. I respectfully ask you to sign the Traveling with Dignity Act into law.
Sincerely,

[Name]
[Address]
[City, State ZIP]
[Email Address or Phone Number]
